Peacemakers’ Celebration
The 24th of February 2013 was a day of exceptional peace and love. It was the Peacemakers’ Celebration!
The whole event started off with the grand opening ceremony. Our students sang ‘Ode to Joy’ enthusiastically to warmly welcome the guests, including Consulate Generals of different countries and prominent figures, such as Rita Fan, who gave a speech to support the event in which she suggested ways to achieve peace.
An effective way of spreading peace is through active interaction. At the event a corridor usually left unused and abandoned, had been transformed into a colourful, cultural bazaar, full of students representing multiple ethnicities greeting and welcoming guests in a harmonious atmosphere. Our school collaborated with Victoria Shanghai Academy to represent Russian at a booth, which resonated with the grandiose of the Russian culture. Visitors enjoyed the Q&A session, and brought more knowledge home with them. Our fishing game led to many smiles on children’s faces and made us feel that our efforts were worthwhile. Winners received Russian-themed handmade bookmarks and stickers.
Apart from the exhilaration and fun, tranquility and peace was expressed in the art exhibition. There were 2 masterpieces in the Installation Arts Exhibition, including “Our Peaceful World” and “Peace around us”. The Creative Secondary School designed “Our Peaceful World”. It consisted of two doves forming a heart in the center of the picture. The doves represented peace whereas the heart symbolized love. It inspires us that we should love one another as a start. “Peace around us” is a design of a peace symbol created with various kinds of recycled materials. Its message is for us is to join hands with different races to create harmony and to strive for ecological peace.

We also had a taste of different cultures through various cultural performances. A stage was provided for all the teams to perform on and to share different ideas on obtaining peace. Our school had prepared a Russian Dance. The encouraging applause after our performance was heart-warming. Our dance aimed to promote the famous Cossack Dance and we learnt that Russians are friendly, cheerful and passionate which could be seen from the costumes and music. Their traditional costumes are usually red in color and the music is fast and lively, with a strong melody and rhythm. The dance is a group dance since Russians have strong community spirit. Apart from our school's dance performance, there were a wide variety of other shows. The different performances shared the same mission of showcasing the represented countries' culture and various ways of obtaining peace. 

The cultural workshop was a life-altering session. It was filled with brain-wrecking questions and delivered knowledge of why unity of different cultures is so essential. Our understanding towards the unity of races and religions has visibly broadened. Other than that, some of our friends got henna designs on their arms, which are Indian tattoos that have to be scraped off, leaving the amber markings etched on our arms. This was a great way to experience Indian culture.

After that, we experienced another form of art - dancing. The first dance took the form of a march. The colorful costumes with balloons and ribbons were symbolic of the diversified community, and when they played flutes, it resembled a call for everyone to join them in promoting peace. The primary school students held up flags of national emblems and had the sign of peace printed on all their props. World peace takes all of us to achieve, but harmony is not disrupted by distance. It’s also never too late to take the first step towards making peace.
Music was of course of utmost importance in every performance. This time, pupils formed an orchestra and played drums, the harmonica, the guitar, and the ukulele. They did have a gift with music and through pooling their talents to unite, they rejoiced in a diversified community as all the musical instruments worked together to form a system and each instrument was equally important, signifying that we need every single individual in the world to achieve world peace.
Then there were youngsters who performed a hip-hop dance. The elderly, too, in spite of their age appreciated modern art and showed unity as the seniors were clapping and cheering the dancers on. Many visitors had the sign of peace tattooed on their arms using crayons, and this conveyed that skin colors makes no difference because we are united by love.
All in all it was an inspiring event. Our efforts towards peace and love will continue. The idea of peace has been imprinted into our hearts and its everlasting existence and presence has provided us all with a ray of hope and a mission to strive for.
